
 
 
 
 

MEDIA ALERT – April 16, 2019 

 
For its 50th Anniversary, the Classic John Wayne Western True Grit 

Rides Back into Movie Theaters for Two Days Only, 

May 5 and May 8, as Part of the TCM Big Screen Classics Series 
   

 
 

• WHAT: Roger Ebert hailed it as “a masterpiece … the Western you should see if you 

only see one Western,” and in honor of its 50th anniversary, Fathom Events is bringing 

the original True Grit back to movie theaters this May for just two days: May 5 and May 

8, as part of the yearlong TCM Big Screen Classics series. The film will be accompanied 

by specially produced introductory and closing commentary from TCM Primetime Host 

Ben Mankiewicz. 

 

Known by many movie fans as the film that finally won an Oscar for screen icon John 

Wayne, True Grit begins when ambitious but naïve teenager Mattie Ross (Kim Darby) 

sets out on a mission to avenge the murder of her father. On her way, she hires Rooster 

Cogburn (John Wayne, in one of his most recognizable roles), an aging town marshal 

who has a reputation for having “true grit.” Their journey to catch the outlaw responsible 

for her father’s death proves more dangerous than Mattie ever imagined, but along the 

way, she learns that she may have more courage than she ever thought. Also 

nominated for Best Original Song, True Grit is a classic Western about justice, loyalty 



and what it takes to truly have an unwavering bravery known as “grit.” 

 

• WHO:  Fathom Events, Turner Classic Movies and Paramount Pictures 

 

• WHEN:  Sunday, May 5, 2019 – 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. (local time) 

 Wednesday, May 8, 2019 – 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. (local time) 

 

• WHERE: Tickets for True Grit can be purchased at www.FathomEvents.com or 

participating theater box offices. Fans throughout the U.S. will be able to enjoy the event 

in more than 600 movie theaters through Fathom’s Digital Broadcast Network (DBN). 

For a complete list of theater locations visit the Fathom Events website (theaters and 

participants are subject to change). 

 

MEDIA CONTACTS: 

Jessica Nelson / jnelson@fathomevents.com / 720-262-2753 

John Singh / john.singh@j2comm.com / 818-458-7800 

Taryn Stansbury / taryn.stansbury@turner.com / 404-885-0114 

 

ASSETS: 

For trailer, artwork and photos, visit the Fathom Events press site. 
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